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Emergency Planning Society
East Midlands Branch Report
Chairman’s Chat
As Christmas approaches I first ask myself where did this year go, and,
secondly reflect that the East Midlands branch has again offered an
interesting selection of events to assist improving member’s knowledge
of the many strands of emergency planning. Days out to visit organisations such as the Red Cross, a major sea port, our airport and learning
seminars looking at CBRN and how COBR works, plus wider learning
with Leicestershire LRF are all beneficial, but the committee believes
we can offer more.
Therefore, in 2019 we are going to offer much of the same but also a
series of training events, using specialists to facilitate each day as well
as inviting relevant experts while maximising the opportunity to exchange good practice between our members and guests from our five
LRFs.

Andy McCombe
Welcome to the Winter 2018 East Midlands
Branch Newsletter detailing key events from
the past year plus a look forward to events,
meetings, training and visits planned for 2019

The subjects we have chosen for 2019 are…..
* Incident Debriefing,
* Mass Fatalities management
* Distributing Bottled Water
* Rest Centre management.
I will be issuing a calendar of events for 2019 in January to ensure that
you can maximise your chance of supporting some of our events.
Looking beyond our branch, I am heartened by developments from our
new Board members. They are looking strategically at how they can
improve the services on offer to make your subscription more beneficial
and I hope to see them announcing some new initiatives in 2019.
That’s all from me. I wish you a peaceful Christmas break, hoping that
we don’t witness Beast from the East 2.
Andy McCombe

Branch News Editor
Eran N Bauer
bauer@civil-defence.org
01526 323716

The East Midlands Branch area covers Lincolnshire, Rutland,
Nottinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Leicestershire and Derbyshire
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Port of Immingham Visit - 19th April 2018
The East Midlands Branch were joined by colleagues from the Yorkshire and Humberside Branch on this
fascinating visit to the UK’s biggest port by tonnage: 10 from EM branch, one from Eastern, 6 Y&H
members, and one paying non-member.
Associated British Ports (ABP) runs 20 ports around the United Kingdom, with four of them on the Humber,
Great Britain’s busiest trading estuary. The Port of Immingham includes over 10 upper and lower tier
COMAH sites, other hazardous storage sites, the importation of power station fuels and of oil for refineries,
and container terminals, all on a very large scale. Nearby are located a power station, two large oil
refineries and other industrial and car importation sites.
We were very privileged to be briefed by the security manager Martin Clark, who gave up a whole day from
his extremely busy role to brief us on ABP, the operation of the port, and its evolving emergency and
business continuity plans.
Then we were taken on a comprehensive 2 hour guided coach tour of the port by Martin himself, including
one of the highest risk sites - to see how much care and skill ABP devotes to its most hazardous
operations. Members were amazed at the size of the Port and its diverse activities.

At the end of the visit, members were keen to explore issues further with Martin. Our Chairman presented
Martin with an EPS Shield as thanks - see photo above..
We agreed to exchange email addresses to facilitate future exchanges.
We would like to thank Martin and ABP for a really worthwhile programme, on the hottest April day since
1949…!
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British Red Cross Aid Warehouse visit February 2018
On 20th February 2018 the Branch held a workshop at the British Red Cross’s International Aid Warehouse at Bulwick in
Northamptonshire.
This event was a rare opportunity to tour the warehouse, which relocated into the East Midlands region in 2015, and gain
an understanding of how the British Red Cross (BRC) activate and deploy equipment and resources to areas of crisis
around the world.

This was followed by a workshop session with invited speakers. Robert Colburn, currently BRC’s Emergency Response
Operations Manager for Scotland, but who operated as operations manager for BRC at Grenfell Tower, spoke movingly
about the challenges of working with those affected by the Grenfell fire.
Anita Moore, a local BRC Emergency Response Officer, who also deployed down to Grenfell, and who outside of BRC
duties provides a counselling service for Lincolnshire Fire & Rescue, also spoke on the emotional impact to responders of
such an event.
20 people attended the event from across the region and beyond, including a number of paying non-members.
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Report on Branch Membership - 2018
EPS East Midlands Membership Survey 2018
The following analysis of EPS East Midlands members aims to break down the membership into clear groupings and
categories, to show where concentrations lie and gaps exist. Membership data was extracted but individual names
and identifies were not used or consulted.

East Midlands Membership by Employment Sector
Of the membership, Local Authority employees represent
26% (slightly down from 27% in 2017). Consultants and
Private Sector make up 14% (down from 20% in 2017), but
now share joint second place with the Environmental Sector
(up to 14% from 8% in 2016). This represents a significant
increase in numbers from within the Environment Agency. The
Health Sector (including EMAS) has dropped to 13% from
14% in 2017, with Police representatives stable at 7%.

East Midlands Members by County
A breakdown of the membership by county continues to show a heavy concentration within Lincolnshire, and we
continue to have a surprising number from outside of the East Midlands region.

Lincolnshire represents 31% of the total membership with 27 members (+1 member since 2017). Nottinghamshire and
Derbyshire are second and third with 17% and 16% respectively (Nottinghamshire -4 members since 2017, Derbyshire
+3). Leicestershire’s has dropped slightly to 9% from 10% in 2017 (-1 member) whilst Northamptonshire have fallen from
10% in 2017 to 5% in 2018 (-4 members).

86% of the membership (66 members) comes from within the East Midlands, with 11 coming from outside the region (2
from Buckinghamshire, and one each from Berkshire, Hampshire, Hertfordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Surrey,
Norfolk, North Yorkshire and South Yorkshire.
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Membership by CCA Categorisation

Given the high proportion of members from the public sector,
it is unsurprising that the vast majority of the membership
come from Category 1 organisations (63%, up from 57% in
2017).
Only 5 members come from Category 2 organisations (an drop
of 1 since 2017), and 3 from the Voluntary Sector (a gain of 1
since 2017).
Military representation remains at 2 members. 24% of the
membership now sits outside of the recognised CCA classifications (a drop from 31% in 2018).

East Midlands Members by Private/Public Sector Employment

Unsurprisingly from the above figures, the membership comes
predominately from the Public Sector (68%, rising slightly from
67% in 2017), with the Private Sector remaining stable at
24%, and the voluntary sector and retired members dropping
to 8% of the total from 10% in 2016.
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Branch Events 2018
This Year was a very full programme of Branch Events summarised below as…
31 January
Derbyshire LRF Symposium
Location was at the Whitworth Conference Centre with a full programme of presenters.
20 February
British Red Cross Seminar
Location was at the British Red Cross Warehouse near Corby
A valuable look at the work of British Red Cross, focusing on the Grenfell fire response.
19 April
Was a visit to the Port of Immingham with Yorkshire and Humber EPS Branch
This was a rare opportunity to see how the biggest UK port by tonnage functions, with focus
on emergency planning and multi-agency response
19 June
Leicester Leicestershire and Rutland LRF Symposium
This was the first Biannual series of topical presentations, included a presentation covering
the main lessons from TrentEx18, a multi-county and national flood exercise which was held
in February.
21 September
National/County interface during an emergency
This was Central Government Emergency Response training coming to the Shires. An
opportunity to discuss the workings of COBR, MHCLG RED Operations Centre and National
Flood Response Centre and how SCGs interface with these operations rooms.
30 October
Visit to East Midlands Airport
This was a very detailed ‘behind the scenes’ look at airport Emergency Planning and the
planned expansion of our regional airport.
11th December
Leicestershire and Rutland LRF Symposiums
This was the second Biannual presentation which included a military update on the CBRN
incident in Salisbury
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Branch Events planned for 2019
Spring 2019
Incident Debrief Masterclass
Nigel Humphreys
Sharing best practice and good ideas
Spring 2019
Leicester Leicestershire and Rutland LRF Symposium -Leicestershire Police HQ
Andy McCombe
The biannual series of topical presentations.
Summer 2019
Mass fatalities planning peer review
Graeme Hempsall Nigel Humphreys
Masterclass, exchange of ideas
Summer 2019
Joint Army and Branch Study Day
Andy McCombe
Kendrew Barracks Oakham
EOD, specialist search, Operation Saddleback, Flood rescue
Summer 2019
Bottled Water Q&A peer review
Nigel Humphreys and Graeme Hempsall
Kendrew Barracks with Cat 2 Responders
Autumn 2019
Visit to East Midlands Airport
Martin Wilkinson
Second chance for a dozen EPS members to visit East Midlands Airport
Autumn 2019
Rest Centre Masterclass
Graeme Hempsall and Andrew Murr

Exchange of ideas

Autumn 2019
Leicester - Leicestershire and Rutland LRF Symposium - Leicestershire Police HQ
Andy McCombe
The biannual series of topical presentations.
Possible other events – RAF Waddington visit and other LRF training events
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Branch Committee Members
Branch Chair
Andrew McCombe DipEP MEPS
eastmidlands.branch@the-eps.org
Tel: 030 67981752
Mobile: 07747 008561

Branch Secretary and Lincolnshire Representative
Graeme Hempsall
Graeme.Hempsall@lincoln.fire-uk.org
Tel: 01522 582262
Mobile: 07768 996085

Branch Treasurer
Martin Wilkinson
martin@telecomsresilience.com
Mobile: 07769 640632 Fax: 01673 885474

Leicestershire and Rutland County Representative
Andrew Murr.
Tel: 0116 3056280
Andrew.Murr@leics.gov.uk
Employer Liaison and Industry
Eran Bauer
bauer@civil-defence.org
Tel: 01526 323716

Derbyshire County Representative
John Perkins
John.Perkins.16325@Derbyshire.PNN.Police.UK
Mobile: 07931 092719

Northamptonshire County Representative
Aaron Goddard
eps@thegoddards.info

Nottinghamshire County Representative
Nigel Humphreys
nthumphreys@btinternet.com
Mobile: 07803 313670
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Branch Statement of Intent
This statement of intent sets out the standards that the East Midlands Branch will deliver as a minimum, towards the
wider development and enhancement of the Society and the profession. This document is complimentary to Branch
Rules and other Society guidance.
Aim
To support the delivery of the Emergency Planning Society‘s strategic aims, and promote the professional interests of
East Midlands Branch members.
Objectives
Assist and support the Society in the delivery of the core strategic aims in the East Midlands.
Provide a forum for the professional development of Branch members.
Assist and support the Society in its work towards Chartered Institute status.
Assist and support the Society in its aim to influence policy relating to emergency planning and management.
Provide a forum for study of the most effective means of planning and managing local emergency preparation and
response.
Provide a forum for the dissemination of good practice and lessons identified within the East Midlands.
Actively recruit new members to the Society in the East Midlands.
The delivery of the above Aim and Objectives will be the responsibility of the Branch, with the support and assistance of
the wider Society.
Delivery
The Branch will organise at least one of each of the following in a 12 month period:
Annual General Meeting
Membership development workshop
CPD workshop
In addition the Branch will run other events and training days having informed Central Office for promotion via the
schedule of events. These events will include forums on critical issues, training and awareness and team building events.
The Branch will maintain a schedule of events and meetings on the EPS website to ensure members are informed in
advance of dates.
Branch Executives and Members will be ambassadors for the Society and the profession.
The Branch will provide quarterly communications to members and the wider Society.
The Branch will encourage and develop membership of the Society in the East Midlands, to include student and new
members.

To access the current issue of
RESILIENCE
Please click here
https://www.the-eps.org/magazine/
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