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Branch of the Year Edition
Branch Chairman’s
Message

Emergency Planning Society
East Midlands Branch Report
Chairman’s Chatter

Andy McCombe
Welcome to the Winter 2016 East Midlands
Branch Newsletter detailing key events from
the past year plus a look forward to events,
meetings, training and visits planned for 2017

It’s been another full year of branch events, well supported by both branch
members and guests. My aim is always to find a variety of activities that offer
topical learning opportunities at various places in the East Midlands and
sometimes further afield. I offer a warm thank you to the branch committee
who have individually put together the programme for the year, making good
use of their contacts and expertise to find activities that they can share with
you, their emergency planning colleagues. It beholds us all to never sit on
our laurels thinking that we know all there is to know about our chosen
profession. Policies and procedures are constantly evolving, no one has a
monopoly on good ideas, and we need to do more to share what we know
and how we do stuff, so our branch events, free to our members, are there
for your individual personal development. This newsletter offers an overview
of the events completed this year.
Next year the committee want to try to promote a more regional approach
amongst the various emergency planning teams across the East Midlands
to work together more closely, an expansion of what the police have been
achieving through the East Midlands Operational Support Services project.
The sort of benefits that should arise are comparisons of risk planning and
reporting, perhaps a lead county for planning for a particular risk, shared
exercises and lessons identified. My experience from the Trent catchment
flood group has shown that the 9 Trent-focused LRFs working together offer
mutual support and the ability to share good practice with access to specialist advice not available to one county. Having read the recent ‘Redistribute’
newsletter from the DCLG RED team, other LRFs are beginning to investigate more partnership working, something that the former Government
Office resilience teams used to promote.
As the deputy chair of the National Operational Committee, the group of
branch chairs, I get to attend Board Meetings at Easingwold. Remembering
that everyone is a volunteer and with busy day jobs and a home life, the
Board of Directors have done their best this year to make progress, we have
a new website, clarity on types of membership and a subscription discount
scheme for members from larger organisations, increasing partnership working and a cost-effective head office at Easingwold.
Continued overleaf……..
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The East Midlands Branch area covers Lincolnshire, Rutland,
Nottinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Leicestershire and Derbyshire
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Continued…..

The Board will soon be advertising for a number of Board positions, can I ask you to seriously consider volunteering and
making a difference? If you think that this is a role for you I ask that you apply only if you are able to give it the time that
the task deserves. I will one-day volunteer myself, but Branch Chair and Deputy of NOC is keeping me busy enough and
I can’t justify more weekend and evening time than I give already. But if someone wishes to relieve me as Branch Chair
then I will seek election to Board in a year or two. Please give it some thought when we publish the adverts.
Back to the branch and 2016. I was delighted to receive the EPS Branch of the Year award at the Cardiff Annual Awards
dinner in September, embarrassingly also awarded Member of the Year. Further details of all the winners will be
published in the next edition of the Society magazine.
We now have a Twitter page were I can publish photos of our events as they happen and we will be embracing the new
style website which will offer our own branch area to advertise our activities, the new site goes live in the New Year.
That’s all for now, it just leaves me to wish you and your families a happy and severe weather free Christmas break.

To access the current issue of
RESILIENCE Winter 2016/17

Please click here

https://www.the-eps.org/magazine
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Report on Branch Membership - 2016
EPS East Midlands Membership Survey 2016
The following analysis of EPS East Midlands members aims to break down the membership into clear groupings and
categories, to show where concentrations lie and gaps exist. Membership data was extracted but individual names and
identifies were not used or consulted.
No survey was completed in 2015 and so comparisons have been made with the 2014 survey results. Membership of the
Branch has risen over that period from 77 members in 2014 to 81, as of 04.11.16.

East Midlands Membership by Employment Sector
Of the membership, Local Authority employees represent 35%
(down from 37% in 2014). Consultants and Private Sector now
make up the second highest proportion at 17% (up from 12% in
2014). The Health Sector (including EMAS) has remained stable
at 14%.
Together with Police and Environment Agency (7% and 6%
respectively), these five areas comprise 80% of the membership.

East Midlands Membership by County

A breakdown of the membership by
county reveals a heavy concentration within Lincolnshire, and a surprising number from outside of the
East Midlands region.

Lincolnshire represents 34% of the total membership with 26 members (no change from 2014). Nottinghamshire and
Derbyshire are second and third with 20% and 14% respectively (down from 23% and 17% in 2014). Leicestershire’s
has increased by 2 (10% up from 8% in 2014) and Northamptonshire’s has increased by 2 (8% up from 5%)
86% of the membership (69 members) comes from within the East Midlands, with 11 coming from outside the region (2
from Buckinghamshire, 2 from Warwickshire, and one each from Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Cambridgeshire, Lancashire,
Staffordshire, Surrey and Yorkshire)

Continued overleaf…….
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Branch Membership - Continued......

Membership by CCA Categorisation
Given the high proportion of members from the public sector, it is unsurprising that
the vast majority of the membership come from Category 1 organisations (64%,
down from 69% in 2014). Only 5 members come from Category 2 organisations (an
increase of 1 since 2014), and 3 from the Voluntary Sector (a gain of 1 since 2014).
Military representation remains at 1 member. 25% of the membership now sits
outside of the recognised CCA classifications.

East Midlands Members by Private/Public Sector Employment
Unsurprisingly from recent figures, the membership comes predominately from the
Public Sector (69%, dropping from 74% in 2014), with the Private Sector rising to
21%, and the voluntary sector and retired members rising to 10% of the total

Notable Patterns in Membership
The following table summarises the changes in membership of the Branch over the three years that surveys have been
carried out. Over that period the number of Local Authority members has reduced but by a lesser amount over the past
2 years. Most other sectors have remained roughly the same, with gains in Ambulance and Police. Consultants and
Private Sector remains the strongest area of growth for the branch.
2013

2014

Local Authority
Health Sector
Police
Environmental sector
Consultants
Others
Defence/Ministry of Defence
Ambulance Services
Academic/Students/Research
Civil Servants
Fire services
Voluntary sector
Utilities
Government Organisation
Security Services
Transport
Building Contractors
Banking and Finance

38
18
9
8
8
8
6
5
4
3
3
2
2
2
0
1
1
1

30
8
5
5
10
4
1
3
2
1
1
2
3
1
1
0
0
0

Change (13/14)
-8
-10
-4
-3
+2
-4
-5
-2
-2
-2
-2
+1
-1
+1
-1
-1
-1

28
6
6
5
17
4
1
6
2
1
1
2
3
0
0
0
0
0

2016

Change (14/16)
-2
-2
+1
+7
+3
-1
-1
-

TOTALS

119

77

-42

81

+5

Note the significant fall in branch numbers between 2013 and 2014 was in part due to a tidying up of records and removal of members who had not paid subscription but remained on the Branch’s books.
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Humberside Airport Visit 2016
Since 2015, Bristow Helicopters has been operating the Search and Rescue (SAR) helicopter service on behalf of Her
Majesty’s Coastguard. The ten year contract provides the UK’s 24/7/365 civilian SAR service over land and sea, this
was previously provided by military helicopters and personnel.
If an incident had been declared during our visit, we would have had to leave immediately, but fortunately none was
declared and we benefited from an in-depth briefing,
We were very privileged to be briefed on the SAR capability and then to be given a tour of the Sikorsky S-92 helicopter
on the ground. This capable twin-engine dual-hoist all-weather aircraft can fly further and faster than the helicopters
it replaced. The latest technologies including night vision, infra-red, thermal imaging and high illumination lighting
technology are used by the crew of four to find people in distress and to bring them to safety.
We are most grateful to chief pilot Liz Forsyth and her busy team at the HM Coastguard Humberside SAR base for
allowing us this fascinating insight into their vital emergency service.

We then moved on to Humberside Airport itself, a small but fully equipped commercial airport. It is where in 2013
John Wildey, a passenger with no flying experience, managed safely to land a light aircraft under the radio guidance
of air traffic control and a flying instructor. after the pilot collapsed at the controls. Humberside provides scheduled
and charter fixed wing flights to the population of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, to destinations such as Aberdeen and
Amsterdam, and helicopter services to off-shore oil and gas installations in the North Sea. We were given a
presentation on the operation of the airport and its emergency plans. The airport is located at the boundary between
2 LRFs, 2 local authorities, 2 police forces and 2 fire services, but we were assured that this had not caused any
coordination issues to date. We were then treated to a fire-fighting demonstration by the airport fire service, who
extinguished an extensive fire in a simulated aircraft fuselage. Our thanks go to the Emergency Services manager
and his firefighters for giving us a memorable afternoon.

News Sheet

Emergency Planning Society

East Midlands Branch

Annual Symposium - December 2016

British Geological Survey HQ Visit - June 2016
There was a healthy turn out for the day at the branches first visit to British
Geological Survey HQ at Keyworth near Nottingham. A full day of presentations on the various specialisations covered by the team was best described
as ‘geological speed dating’, but it gave us a flavour of what could be further
developed between BGS and the branch on future years. Already we have
invited a ground water expert to present at the Trent Catchment Flood group,
more to come next year.

Caption….?

HERCULES
Statue @ BGS
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Waste Recycling Fires Workshop - April 2016
On the 6th April 2016 the Branch organised a workshop focused on Waste Recycling Fires. The Branch had identified
this area as one of increasing risk, but where better understanding of key issues was necessary. The event was held at
Northampton Borough Council’s Guildhall, and we had 35 attendees, including 15 paying guests.
The workshop opened with a presentation from WISH (the Waste Industry Safety and Health forum) putting the
industry’s perspective on number of fires, range of organisations involved in the industry, and their efforts to better
understand how fires are caused and the best ways to prevent them. This was followed by an overview of the Air Quality
Cell – explaining what it could and couldn’t do, how it was activated and most importantly under what circumstances it
could be used. Public Heath England then explained their role in providing health risk assessments and advice to the
public.

Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue gave a presentation on the issues they faced from recent waste fires within the County,
and the unique challenges that such fires brought, including the debate over whether to extinguish or let the fire burn,
and communicating the reasons for this decision.
The afternoon was given over to Northamptonshire’s approach to working regarding waste sites, including conducting
multi-agency joint site inspections with all agencies that have a role in either monitoring or responding to site fires.
Examples were shown of site visits and the benefits that the multi-agency approach has delivered.
The audience came from a cross section of Local Authorities, Environment Agency, Fire & Rescue, Military and industry
representatives. Feedback was excellent, with much needed awareness of this emerging and increasingly common risk
shared and discussed.
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Washlands Visit - June 2016
Sharing risk and hazard information - In the flesh
Report by Aaron Goddard
Late in February, I started to pay close attention to the weather forecast for early March and to my surprise, it looked dry
and mild. In our line of work, some might say a touch of rain is on the lower-end of the scale for concern. Usually I would
agree, but not when you have 25 Emergency Planning Society members and other invited guests booked for a day of
training and development on flood and water management, starting with a health-giving walk around Northampton
‘Washlands’.
The Washlands is a large engineered water storage system on the southern side of the town and allows the
Environment Agency to control (within limits) flows in the Nene entering the catchment from a wide area to the West and
North of Northampton. Further information on the Nene can be found here http://goo.gl/Uj0756
The Washlands can help to reduce the risk of flooding on the Nene as a whole, not just in Northampton. The system
itself dates from the 1970’s and was planned by the EA’s predecessor – the National Rivers Authority - and Northampton
Development Corporation.
Locally, the Washlands is a frequent topic of conversation among the resilience community. Certainly, when the system
approaches full capacity, we start to consider risks to an adjacent caravan and camping site. Fortunately, property in the
Nene Valley is generally remote, and even where flooding occurs in Wellingborough a well-practiced response swings
into action with road closures and open space experiencing limited impact.
On the 22nd June we assembled at the Nene Whitewater centre, a competition grade facility for Canoe sports at 0930,
just as colleagues from Leicestershire Fire Service entered the rapids to start rescue training. The heavens opened, and
continued to pour until the tour concluded a couple of hours later!. I’m pleased to say that the poor weather did not
discourage anyone from attending the outdoor activity. It is said a picture paints a thousand words, and the rainwater
flowing over the sluices added an important visual perspective and our guide Glyn Davis from the EA took great delight
in demonstrating the system he helped to build.
Along with EPS colleagues a number of staff from Northampton Borough Council who have an interest in NBC
Emergency Response joined us, which would prove of significant value as Washlands reached full capacity the following
week, and we started to discuss an internal response to displaced people.
We returned to the town centre for a fantastic buffet at the Judges Lodge in County Hall, a location of suitable
sophistication for members and guests, and warm enough to ensure feeling returned to any chilled extremities!.
The afternoon sessions at Northampton Guildhall included a presentation by Ruth Burnham from the Northamptonshire
County Council Flood and Water Management team. The unit has now completed work on the DEFRA funded
‘Pathfinder’ project, one of a limited number of projects locally which has connected community flood resilience, warning
and flood defense investment. Ben Thornely from the EA provided further detailed information on the Nene catchment
management. East Midlands branch chair Andy McCombe provided input on a multi-LRF approach to preparation on the
Trent catchment, and suggested this would be a model worth considering in other locations.
All in all, this was a very valuable day for all concerned. Guests left with a better understanding of the relationship
between high-level policy, engineering and the need for communities and individuals to take some responsibility for their
own flood vulnerability. The visit to the Washlands itself provided a visual demonstration of the challenges faced by, and
limitations that the EA work within. After all, there is only so much space to build facilities such as Washlands.
Flooding is an issue we frequently discuss in Northampton, and overall the day was an enormous benefit to members

and other guests alike.
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Happy Christmas
and a
Peaceful New Year
EPS National Events 2017
Tuesday 20th June: 1400 AGM, followed by the EPS Resilience Awards and Gala Dinner in the evening.
Emergency Planning College - Easingwold
Wednesday 21st June: Annual Conference - Emergency Planning College - Easingwold

East Midlands Branch 2016 & 2017 - Events Overview
Date

Event

4th

Rolls-Royce Derby
River Flood Study Day Northampton and AGM
Joint seminar with Leicestershire and Rutland LRF - Enderby Leicester

April
27th April
25th May

On 1 December the EM Branch combined their Annual Symposium with an LRF Engagement Day which had been organised by the
Leicester and Leicestershire Local Resilience Forum, LLR Prepared. The event which was topped and tailed by Chief Constable Simon Cole
provided very useful information and discussion on items as diverse as a national update on the Joint Emergency Services Interoperability
Principles (JESIP), a walk-through demonstration of the new Resilience Direct Mapping and Response facility, a presentation on the
Military Working Dog Capabilities, updates on the National Flood Review, and the Environment Agency Major Incident Plan for the Trent
Catchment area and a demonstration of a real time flood mapping project being funded by the National Environmental Research Council
and undertaken by Loughborough University in partnership with LLR Prepared, Cabinet Office, Met Office, EA and Resilience Direct.
However the stand out contribution to the day was a very candid presentation from Stephen Voice and Niall Griffin of Surrey and Sussex
Police on the immediate response and learning from the Shoreham Air Disaster. Anyone who has ever or is ever likely to attend a Safety
Advisory Group (SAG) meeting would do well to look out for the national learning which will be placed on the Joint Organisational Learning
site on Resilience Direct.

TBC June
21st June
TBC September/October
TBC December

BGS Risk Seminar, Keyworth
EPS Annual Conference - Emergency Planning College - Easingwold
Possible Voluntary Sector event
Branch Annual Seminar
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Rolls-Royce Marine Power Visit - 4th April 2017

To keep up to date on Branch events for 2017
Please keep reviewing EPS Web site EM Branch pages
Support surrounding EPS Branches by attending their events

